WELFARE OF SCHOOL CHILDREN       iSi
These institutions are \ equipped with the best
apparatus and staffed by teachers who have re-
ceived specialised training and acquired the neces-
sary skill for educating deaf and dumb or blind
children, as the case may be. The aim of such
schools is to give the defective children such
training and education as will help them later on
to be self-supporting. In the schools for the deaf
and dumb children emphasis is laid on industrial
training, while music is given a prominent place
in the syllabus of schools for blind children.
In many kindergartens, and, sometimes even
in the elementary schools, special preparatory-
classes are organised for children who are normal-
ly gifted but whose progress has been arrested by
illness or other temporary causes, and for children
suffering from defective speech. There are also
special auxiliary schools, Hilfsschulen, for feeble-
minded children. A Hiljsckule in Berlin, which
the writer visited, was better equipped with teach-
ing apparatus than the elementary schools for
normal children usually are. The skill and pa-
tience of the teachers in giving instruction to the
pupils appeared to be remarkable. Much empha-
sis is laid on manual activities. In the upper
classes, the boys are taught carpentry, gardening,
and the use of the telephone, while the girls
receive training in cooking and house-keeping, the
aim being to prepare the pupils for admission into
a vocational school after the completion of the
primary course. The children are examined
medically once a fortnight. The school doctor is